
 

 
 

Ten Tenets of Civility 
 
1. BE ATTENTIVE 
Live with awareness toward others and your 
surroundings.  
 
2. ACKNOWLEDGE OTHERS 
Greet people, ideas and values with respect.  
 
3. BE INCLUSIVE 
Recognize and welcome all people every day. 
 
4. LISTEN  
Seek to understand by concentrating on what 
people say.  
 
5. RESPECT OTHER VIEWS 
Respond to different opinions with a fair and 
open mind.  

 
6. SPEAK OUT WITH COURAGE  
Express yourself with honor and conviction 
 
7. ACT WITH COMPASSION 
Treat others with kindness and honesty. 
 
8. GIVE AND ACCEPT CONSTRUCTIVE 
FEEDBACK  
Consider criticism thoughtfully and factually.  
 
9. TREAT YOUR ENVIRONMENT WITH RESPECT  
Show regard for nature, resources, and shared 
spaces.  
 
10. BE ACCOUNTABLE  
Acknowledge mistakes and take responsibility 
for your actions. 

 
 

Connecting inclusion to the tenets of civility 
By: David Azar, MSU PR Student  

Feeling like you’re not a part of something is one of the loneliest feelings in the world. This feeling 
can breed animosity towards those people who are a part of something. This mindset breeds 
uncivil attitudes. As humans, we are all living together on this Earth. Forever. And ever. Nothing 
we do can ever make that fact a falsity. We may as well include everyone while we’re here. 
 

The best way to spread civility between each other is to include everyone in the conversation. 
Argument is fine, in fact it is encouraged at times. Civil discourse can move society forward. But 
it can only move forward when we have all voices present. It’s also important to listen to these 
voices instead of just yelling over them! Once we include everyone in the conversation and hear 
all the opinions present we can truly say we made the choice we support! Being inclusive is the 
only way to get to that point though. Without inclusion, those opposing viewpoints are not 
present. 
 

1. Do you agree or disagree with David’s assertions? 
 

2. What are your thoughts on the connection between civil 
discourse and building a more inclusive community? 

 
The information above was excerpted from Be Civil, Be Heard!  https://becivilbeheard.org/ 

https://becivilbeheard.org/

